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Academic Appointments
Assistant Professor ⋅ Department of Mechanical Engineering
Assistant Professor by Courtesy ⋅ Department of Computer Science (as of December 2025) Virginia Tech

AUGUST 2025 – PRESENT Blacksburg, VA, USA
At Virginia Tech, I lead the TEA Lab, where we study how intelligent robots acquire and retain skills over their lifetime in unstructured environments,
and how they coordinate with the humans working alongside them. To this end, we develop robotics foundation models in combination with
symbolic reasoning and planning.

Postdoctoral Fellow ⋅ Project Scientist (as of January 2025) Carnegie Mellon University
JANUARY 2022 – AUGUST 2025 Pittsburgh, PA, USA
In my position at Carnegie Mellon University’s Robotics Institute, my primary responsibilities were:

• Developed neuro‑symbolic architectures for human‑robot teaming with novice partners, deployed in search‑and‑rescue and collaborative
cooking domains.

• Introduced methods for task‑oriented grasping of novel objects and rapid online strategy inference for ad‑hoc human‑robot collaboration.
• Mentored ≈ 10 groupmembers (PhD, MS, undergraduate), leading to 11 publications advised to acceptance.
• Co‑authored journal, conference, and workshop papers and contributed to 10 proposals to DARPA/ARL/ONR/AFRL/Honda Research Institute.

Education
PhD in Computer Science Arizona State University
JANUARY 2017 ‑ DECEMBER 2021 Tempe, AZ, USA

• Thesis—Multimodal Robot Learning for Grasping and Manipulation
• My research focused on the synergies between Human‑Robot Interaction and Natural Language Processing for commonmanipulation tasks

Master of Science in Engineering & Computing TU Bergakademie Freiberg
APRiL 2015 ‑ NOVEMBER 2016 Freiberg, SA, Germany

• Thesis— A Data‑Driven Approach for Triadic Interactions in Human‑Robot Interaction
• My thesis considered handing over objects between a human and a robot, specifically estimating and modeling object ownership

Bachelor of Science in Engineering & Computing TU Bergakademie Freiberg
OCTOBER 2011 ‑ MARCH 2015 Freiberg, SA, Germany

• Thesis— Upper Body Tracking for Avatar Visualization in HMD‑Based Virtual Reality
• In this thesis, I designed an approach that allows users to have a realistic virtual body while being immersed in HMD‑based virtual reality

Industry Experience
Resident@ X X, The Moonshot Factory
MAY 2021 ‑ OCTOBER 2021 Mountain View, CA, USA
As a resident at X, the moonshot factory, I was working on industrial manipulation tasks for Intrinsic, a robotics software and AI project at X.

• Developed a novel approach for contact‑rich bimanual insertion tasks that can be trained by human imitation (Python, C, C++)[Paper: IROS
2022]

• Application of software development standards in a large‑scale project and code base (Git, Mercurial)
Robotics Intern Robert Bosch LLC
MAY 2018 ‑ AUGUST 2018 Sunnyvale, CA, USA
During this internship, I worked on segmenting time series data into semantic sections while evaluating global goal constraints (Python, TensorFlow)

• Created a deep learning approach for semantic segmentation of raw data streams.
• Validated user behaviors based on usage patterns and high‑level semantic tasks
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Funding
SCHEV Equipment Award— $75,000 Virginia Tech
COLLEGE OF ENGiNEERiNG MAJOR GRANTS INiTiATiVE (MGI), SCHEV EQUiPMENT SOLiCiTATiON 2026
Co‑PI (one of 10; lead PI: Dr. Sol Lim). Awarded $75,000 in SCHEV funds for the acquisition of a ROBOTIS AI Worker semi‑autonomous humanoid
robot, supporting center‑scale research capability across the College of Engineering.

Students
Research Advising Virginia Tech — TEA Lab
PHD STUDENTS 2025 – Present

• Sriya Karambor Chakravarty (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2026–present) — System identification and evolutionary algorithms
• Haixin Jin (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2026–present) – Safety in robot manipulation and human‑robot interaction
• Sirui Zhan (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2026–present) – Scene understanding and continual learning
• Hyeonbeen Lee (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2026–present) – Physics informed neural networks for human‑robot interaction

MASTER STUDENTS

• Riley Welford‑Small (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2026–present) – Manipulation with foundation models
• Cole Wendrowski (Department of Computer Science, 2026–present) – foundation models for bimanual control
• Rohit Kumar Salla (Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering , 2025–present) – variable effort diffusion policies and memory
• Sara Dubey (Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, 2025–present) – human‑AI coordination and influence shaping.
• Rohan Aaron (Department of Mechanical Engineering, 2025–present) – Zero‑shot scene understanding and generative models

Publications
Journal Papers
Renos Zabounidis, Ini Oguntola, Konghao Zhao, Joseph Campbell, Woojun Kim, Simon Stepputtis, and Katia P Sycara.
“Disentangled Concept‑Residual Models: Bridging the Interpretability–Performance Gap for Incomplete Con‑
cept Sets”. Transactions on Machine Learning Research. 2026.

Alvaro Velasquez, Neel Bhatt, Ufuk Topcu, ZhangyangWang, Katia Sycara, SimonStepputtis, SandeepNeema, andGau‑
tam Vallabha. “Neurosymbolic AI as an antithesis to scaling laws”. PNAS nexus. 4(5). pgaf117. 2025.

Sarthak Bhagat, Samuel Li, Joseph Campbell, Yaqi Xie, Katia Sycara, and Simon Stepputtis. “Letme help you! neuro‑
symbolic short‑context action anticipation”. IEEE Robotics and Automation Letters. 9(11). Pp. 9749–9756. 2024.

Michael Drolet, Simon Stepputtis, Siva Kailas, Ajinkya Jain, Jan Peters, Stefan Schaal, and Heni Ben Amor. “A compar‑
ison of imitation learning algorithms for bimanual manipulation”. IEEE Robotics and Automation Letters. 9(10).
Pp. 8579–8586. 2024.

YifanZhou,ShubhamSonawani,MarianoPhielipp,HeniBenAmor, andSimonStepputtis. “Learningmodular language‑
conditioned robot policies through attention”. Autonomous Robots. 47(8). Pp. 1013–1033. 2023.

David Vogt, Simon Stepputtis, Bernhard Jung, and Heni Ben Amor. “One‑shot learning of human–robot handovers
with triadic interactionmeshes”. Autonomous Robots. 42(5). Pp. 1053–1065. 2018.

Conference Papers
BenjaminAChristie, YinlongDai,MohammadBararjanianbahnamiri, SimonStepputtis, andDylanPLosey. “FromLocal
Corrections to Generalized Skills: Improving Neuro‑Symbolic Policies with MEMO”. 2026 IEEE/RSJ International
Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS). 2026.

Yiqi Jin, Simon Stepputtis, Carl Busart, Katia P Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “InteractFormer: Inter‑Agent Spatiotemporal
Attention for Multi‑Agent Action Anticipation”. Proc. of the 25th International Conference on Autonomous Agents
and Multiagent Systems (AAMAS). Pp. 3329–3331. 2026.
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Rohit Kumar Salla, Manoj Saravanan, and Simon Stepputtis. “Learning When to Stop: Prefix‑Optimal Dynamic Dif‑
fusion Policies for Continuous Control”. Reinforcement Learning Conference. 2026.

Matthew Lyle Olson, Neale Ratzlaff, Musashi Hinck, Tri Nguyen, Vasudev Lal, Joseph Campbell, Simon Stepputtis, and
Shao‑YenTseng. “Liecraft:Amulti‑agent framework for evaluatingdeceptive capabilities in languagemodels”.
Proceedings of the AAAI Conference on Artificial Intelligence. Vol. 40(44). Pp. 37802–37809. 2026.

Shahab Rahimirad, Guven Gergerli, Lucia Romero, Angela Qian, Matthew Lyle Olson, Simon Stepputtis, and Joseph P
Campbell. “Bayesian social deduction with graph‑informed language models”. Proceedings of the 64th Annual
Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL), Volume 1: Long Papers. Pp. 32415–32440. 2026.

RenosZabounidis, RoySiegelmann,MohamadQadri,WoojunKim, SimonStepputtis, andKatiaPSycara. “Overcoming
Valid Action Suppression in Unmasked Policy Gradient Algorithms”. Reinforcement Learning Conference (RLC)
2026. 2026.

ZhangXi‑Jia, YueGuo,ShufeiChen,SimonStepputtis,MatthewGombolay,KatiaSycara, andJosephCampbell. “Model‑
agnostic policy explanations with large languagemodels”. Proceedings of the 2nd Conference on Language Mod‑
eling (COLM 2025). 2025.

BenjaminLi, ShuyangShi, LuciaRomero,HuaoLi, YaqiXie,WoojunKim,StefanosNikolaidis,Michael Lewis,KatiaSycara,
and Simon Stepputtis. “Adaptively Coordinating with Novel Partners via Learned Latent Strategies”. Advances
in Neural Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS). 2025.

Zifu Wan, Yaqi Xie, Ce Zhang, Zhiqiu Lin, ZihanWang, Simon Stepputtis, Deva Ramanan, and Katia P Sycara. “Instruct‑
part: Task‑oriented part segmentation with instruction reasoning”. Proceedings of the 63rd Annual Meeting of
the Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL), Volume 1: Long Papers. Pp. 24202–24227. 2025.

ZifuWan, Ce Zhang, Silong Yong, Martin QMa, Simon Stepputtis, Louis‑PhilippeMorency, Deva Ramanan, Katia Sycara,
and Yaqi Xie. “ONLY: One‑Layer Intervention Sufficiently Mitigates Hallucinations in Large Vision‑Language
Models”. Proceedings of the IEEE/CVF International Conference on Computer Vision (ICCV). 2025.

Zifu Wan, Pingping Zhang, Yuhao Wang, Silong Yong, Simon Stepputtis, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Sigma: Siamese
mamba network for multi‑modal semantic segmentation”. 2025 IEEE/CVF Winter Conference on Applications of
Computer Vision (WACV). Pp. 1734–1744. 2025.

Silong Yong, Venkata Nagarjun Pudureddiyur Manivannan, Bernhard Kerbl, Zifu Wan, Simon Stepputtis, Katia Sycara,
and Yaqi Xie. “OMG: OpacityMatters inMaterial Modelingwith Gaussian Splatting”. The Thirteenth International
Conference on Learning Representations (ICLR). 2025.

Ce Zhang, Simon Stepputtis, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Enhancing vision‑language few‑shot adaptationwith neg‑
ative learning”. 2025 IEEE/CVF Winter Conference on Applications of Computer Vision (WACV). Pp. 5905–5915. 2025.

Ce Zhang, Zifu Wan, Zhehan Kan, Martin Q Ma, Simon Stepputtis, Deva Ramanan, Russ Salakhutdinov, Louis‑Philippe
Morency, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Self‑correcting decoding with generative feedback for mitigating hallu‑
cinations in large vision‑language models”. The Thirteenth International Conference on Learning Representations
(ICLR). 2025.

Ce Zhang, Zifu Wan, Simon Stepputtis, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Spectral‑Aware Global Fusion for RGB‑Thermal
Semantic Segmentation”. 2025 IEEE International Conference on Image Processing (ICIP). Pp. 43–48. 2025.

Yue Guo, Xijia Zhang, Simon Stepputtis, Joseph Campbell, and Katia P Sycara. “Adaptive Action Advising with Dif‑
ferent Rewards.” Conference on Lifelong Learning Agents (CoLLAs). Pp. 252–267. 2024.

Bowen Li, Zhaoyu Li, Qiwei Du, Jinqi Luo, Wenshan Wang, Yaqi Xie, Simon Stepputtis, Chen Wang, Katia P. Sycara,
PradeepKumarRavikumar,AlexanderG.Gray, XujieSi, andSebastianScherer. “Logicity:Advancingneuro‑symbolic
ai with abstract urban simulation”. Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS), Datasets and
Benchmarks Track. Vol. 37. Pp. 69840–69864. 2024.
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Samuel Li, Sarthak Bhagat, Joseph Campbell, Yaqi Xie, Woojun Kim, Katia Sycara, and Simon Stepputtis. “Shape‑
grasp: Zero‑shot task‑oriented graspingwith large languagemodels through geometric decomposition”. 2024
IEEE/RSJ International Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS). Pp. 10527–10534. 2024.

Muhan Lin, Shuyang Shi, Yue Guo, Behdad Chalaki, Vaishnav Tadiparthi, EhsanMoradi Pari, Simon Stepputtis, Joseph P
Campbell, and Katia P Sycara. “Navigating noisy feedback: Enhancing reinforcement learningwith error‑prone
languagemodels”. Findings of the Association for Computational Linguistics: EMNLP 2024. Pp. 16002–16014. 2024.

Silong Yong, Yaqi Xie, Simon Stepputtis, and Katia Sycara. “Gl‑nerf: Gauss‑laguerre quadrature enables training‑
free nerf acceleration”. Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS). Vol. 37. Pp. 120418–120442.
2024.

Ce Zhang, Simon Stepputtis, Joseph Campbell, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Hiker‑sgg: Hierarchical knowledge en‑
hanced robust scene graph generation”. Proceedings of the IEEE/CVF Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern
Recognition (CVPR). Pp. 28233–28243. 2024.

Ce Zhang, Simon Stepputtis, Katia Sycara, and Yaqi Xie. “Dual prototype evolving for test‑time generalization of
vision‑language models”. Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS). Vol. 37. Pp. 32111–32136.
2024.

Sarthak Bhagat*, Simon Stepputtis*, Joseph Campbell, and Katia Sycara. “Sample‑Efficient Learning ofNovel Visual
Concepts”. Conference on Lifelong Learning Agents (CoLLAs). 2023.

Joseph Campbell, Yue Guo, Fiona Xie, Simon Stepputtis, and Katia Sycara. “Introspective action advising for inter‑
pretable transfer learning”. Conference on Lifelong Learning Agents (CoLLAs). Pp. 1072–1090. 2023.

Yue Guo, Joseph Campbell, Simon Stepputtis, Ruiyu Li, Dana Hughes, Fei Fang, and Katia Sycara. “Explainable action
advising formulti‑agent reinforcement learning”. 2023 IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation
(ICRA). Pp. 5515–5521. 2023.

Dana Hughes, Huao Li, Max Chis, Ini Oguntola, Simon Stepputtis, Keyang Zheng, Joseph Campbell, Katia Sycara, and
Michael Lewis. “A Framework for Intervention Based Team Support in Time Critical Tasks”. 2023 IEEE Interna‑
tional Conference on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics (SMC). Pp. 4805–4812. 2023.

Huao Li, Yu Chong, Simon Stepputtis, Joseph P Campbell, Dana Hughes, Charles Lewis, and Katia Sycara. “Theory of
mind for multi‑agent collaboration via large languagemodels”. Proceedings of the 2023 Conference on Empirical
Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP). Pp. 180–192. 2023.

Yuzhe Lu, YilongQin, Runtian Zhai, AndrewShen, KetongChen, ZhenlinWang, Soheil Kolouri, SimonStepputtis, Joseph
Campbell, andKatia Sycara. “Characterizingout‑of‑distributionerror via optimal transport”. Advances inNeural
Information Processing Systems (NeurIPS). Vol. 36. Pp. 17602–17622. 2023.

Simon Stepputtis, Joseph P Campbell, Yaqi Xie, Zhengyang Qi, Wenxin Zhang, Ruiyi Wang, Sanketh Rangreji, Charles
Lewis, and Katia Sycara. “Long‑horizon dialogue understanding for role identification in the game of avalon
with large language models”. Findings of the Association for Computational Linguistics: EMNLP 2023. Pp. 11193–
11208. 2023.

Renos Zabounidis, Joseph Campbell, Simon Stepputtis, Dana Hughes, and Katia P Sycara. “Concept learning for in‑
terpretable multi‑agent reinforcement learning”. Conference on Robot Learning (CoRL). Pp. 1828–1837. 2023.

Simon Stepputtis, Maryam Bandari, Stefan Schaal, and Heni Ben Amor. “A system for imitation learning of contact‑
rich bimanual manipulation policies”. 2022 IEEE/RSJ International Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems
(IROS). Pp. 11810–11817. 2022.

Yifan Zhou, Shubham Sonawani, Mariano Phielipp, Simon Stepputtis, and Heni Ben Amor. “Modularity through at‑
tention: Efficient training and transfer of language‑conditioned policies for robotmanipulation”. Proceedings
of The 6th Conference on Robot Learning (CoRL). 2022.
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SimonStepputtis, Joseph Campbell, Mariano Phielipp, Stefan Lee, Chitta Baral, andHeni Ben Amor. “Language condi‑
tioned imitation learning for robot manipulation tasks”. Spotlight at Advances in Neural Information Processing
Systems (NeurIPS). Vol. 33. Pp. 13139–13150. 2020.

Joseph Campbell, Arne Hitzmann, Simon Stepputtis, Shuhei Ikemoto, Koh Hosoda, and Heni Ben Amor. “Learning
interactive behaviors for musculoskeletal robots using bayesian interaction primitives”. 2019 IEEE/RSJ Inter‑
national Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS). Pp. 5071–5078. 2019.

Joseph Campbell, Simon Stepputtis, and Heni Ben Amor. “Probabilistic multimodal modeling for human‑robot in‑
teraction tasks”. Proceedings of Robotics: Science and Systems (RSS). 2019.

Kevin Sebastian Luck, Mel Vecerik, Simon Stepputtis, Heni Ben Amor, and Jonathan Scholz. “Improved exploration
through latent trajectory optimization in deep deterministic policy gradient”. 2019 IEEE/RSJ International Con‑
ference on Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS). Pp. 3704–3711. 2019.

Simon Stepputtis, Yezhou Yang, and Heni Ben Amor. “Extrinsic dexterity through active slip control using deep
predictivemodels”. 2018 IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation (ICRA). Pp. 3180–3185. 2018.

David Vogt, Simon Stepputtis, Steve Grehl, Bernhard Jung, and Heni Ben Amor. “A system for learning continuous
human‑robot interactions fromhuman‑human demonstrations”. 2017 IEEE International Conference on Robotics
and Automation (ICRA). Pp. 2882–2889. 2017.

David Vogt, Simon Stepputtis, Richard Weinhold, Bernhard Jung, and Heni Ben Amor. “Learning human‑robot inter‑
actions from human‑human demonstrations (with applications in Lego rocket assembly).” IEEE‑RAS Interna‑
tional Conference on Humanoid Robots (Humanoids). Pp. 142–143. 2016.

Pre‑Prints / Under Review
Yinlong Dai, Benjamin A Christie, Daniel J Evans, Dylan P Losey, and Simon Stepputtis. “Language Movement Primi‑
tives: Grounding Language Models in Robot Motion”. Under review at IEEE Transactions on Robot Learning (T‑RL).
2026.

Sara Dubey, Manoj Saravanan, and Simon Stepputtis. “i‑STAR: Influence‑Shaped Team Adaptation via Reinforce‑
ment Learning for Human‑AI Coordination”. Under review at NeurIPS. 2026.

Aryan FNU, Yaqi Xie, Joseph Campbell, Woojun Kim, Kwonjoon Lee, Hossein Nourkhiz Mahjoub, Ehsan Moradi Pari,
Katia P. Sycara, and Simon Stepputtis. “SymAnt: Grounding Long‑Horizon Action Anticipation with Adaptable
Symbolic Priors”. Under review at WACV. 2026.

Andrew Ni, Simon Stepputtis, Stefanos Nikolaidis, Michael Lewis, Katia P Sycara, and Woojun Kim. “Theory of Mind
Guided Strategy Adaptation for Zero‑Shot Coordination”. Under review at NeurIPS. 2026.

RenosZabounidis, YueWu,SimonStepputtis,WoojunKim, Yuanzhi Li, TomMitchell, andKatiaSycara. “SCALAR:Learn‑
ing and Composing Skills through LLM Guided Symbolic Planning and Deep RL Grounding”. Under review at
NeurIPS. 2026.

Teaching Experience
ME 3534— Controls Engineering I Virginia Tech
SPRiNG 2026
Required junior‑level course in the Department of Mechanical Engineering; sole instructor for the lecture section (∼70 students).

• The class covered time‑ and frequency‑domain modeling, transfer functions, root locus, Bode analysis, stability margins, PID and lead/lag
compensator design, and state‑space control.

• Overall student course evaluation 5.56 / 6.0
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CSE 355— Introduction to Theoretical Computer Science Arizona State University
SUMMER 2020
Core undergraduate course in the School of Computing and Augmented Intelligence; sole instructor for a section of ∼70 students.

• Covered formal language theory and automata, Turing machines, decidability and undecidability, recursive function theory, and complexity
theory.

• Overall course evaluation 4.56 / 5.0.

Graduate Teaching Assistant Arizona State University
2017–2021

• Introduction to Theoretical Computer Science (Spring 2018, 2019, 2020);
• Artificial Intelligence (Fall 2017);
• Advances in Robot Learning (Spring 2017, 2021);
• Object Oriented Programming and Data Structures (Spring 2017)

Talks
Virginia Robotics Symposium VRS
TiTLE: “Towards Intelligent Collaborative Robots: Joining Neural Inference with Symbolic Reasoning” November 2025

Toyota Motor North America R&D TRI‑NA
TiTLE: “Towards Intelligent Robots Neuro‑Symbolic Reasoning for Human‑Robot Interaction” August 2025

GeorgeWashington University George Washington University
TiTLE: “Neuro‑Symbolic Reasoning for Robust Robot Intelligence” February 2025

University of Colorado Boulder CU Boulder
TiTLE: “Neuro‑Symbolic Reasoning for Robust Robot Intelligence” February 2025

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University Virginia Tech
TiTLE: “Neuro‑Symbolic Reasoning for Robust Robot Intelligence” February 2025

University of Washington University of Washington
TiTLE: “Towards Neuro‑Symbolic Robot Intelligence” August 2024

MatchLab Invited Talk Imperial College London
TiTLE: “Language‑Conditioned Imitation Learning for Robot Manipulation” July 2021

Intel AI Labs Intel Corporation
TiTLE: “Language for Robotics” November 2020

Intel ‑ Deep Learning Community of Practice Intel Corporation
TiTLE: “Imitation Learning for Adaptive Robot Control Policies from Language, Vision, and Motion” March 2020

Samsung Research America Mountain View
TiTLE: “Semantic Policies For Human‑Robot Collaboration” November 2017

Academic Services
Co‑Chair for Pathways@RSS Robotics: Science and Systems
PATHWAYS iS AN iMPORTANT PROGRAM TO iNCREASE PARTiCiPATiON iN ROBOTiCS. June 2025
As a co‑chair for the pathways program, I organized fellowships to selected BSc, MSc, and first and second year PhD students to attend RSS, and offer
a dedicated program andmentorship, to help support their journey towards a career in robotics.
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Advising Faculty Robotics: Science and Systems (RSS)
RSS PiONEERS June 2025
RSS Pioneers is a selective annual workshop, co‑located with the RSS conference, that brings together top senior PhD students and early‑career
robotics researchers for talks by senior academic and industry scholars, attendee research presentations, and networking aimed at supporting their
transition to the next career stage.

Workshop Organizer Robotics: Science and Systems
ARTiCULATE ROBOTS: UTiLiZiNG LANGUAGE FOR ROBOT LEARNiNG July 2023
I was the main organizer of this workshop, soliciting all aspects of the workshop.

Program Committee Robotics: Science and Systems (RSS)
RSS PiONEERS June 2023
I was part of the program committee for the RSS Pioneers workshops at RSS 2023.

Workshop Organizer IEEE International Conference on
Intelligent Robots and Systems

WORKSHOP ON HUMAN THEORY OF MACHiNES AND MACHiNE THEORY OF MiND FOR HUMAN AGENT TEAMS October 2022
I organized the workshop at IROS 2022, including soliciting contributions, advertising the workshop, moderating talks and confirming speakers.

Reviewing
CVPR (outstanding reviewer), IROS, ICRA, Robotics and Autonomous Systems Journal, CASE, IEEE RA‑L, RSS, IEEE T‑RO, HRI, NeurIPS, ICLR,
EMNLP/ARR

Awards
Best Workshop Paper Award Generative Models x HRI Workshop
AWARDED BY THE GENERATiVE MODELS X HRI WORKSHOP AS PART OF ROBOTiCS: SCiENCE AT SYSTEMS 2025 June 2025

Benjamin Li, Shuyang Shi, Lucia Romero, Huao Li, Yaqi Xie, Woojun Kim, Stefanos Nikolaidis, Michael Lewis,
Katia Sycara, and Simon Stepputtis. “Modeling Latent Partner Strategies for Adaptive Zero‑Shot Human‑Agent
Collaboration”. Generative Models x HRI Workshop@ RSS 2025. 2025.

Best Workshop Paper Award NOC Workshop
AWARDED BY THE WORKSHOP ON NONVERBAL CUES FOR HUMAN‑ROBOT COOPERATiVE INTELLiGENCE AT ICRA 2025 May 2025

Sarthak Bhagat, Samuel Li, Joseph Campbell, Yaqi Xie, Katia Sycara, and Simon Stepputtis. “Let me help you!
neuro‑symbolic short‑context action anticipation”. IEEE Robotics and Automation Letters. 9(11). Pp. 9749–9756.
2024.

Best Poster Award Southwest Robotics Symposium
AWARDED BY NVIDIA January 2019

CIDSE Doctoral Fellowship Arizona State University
AWARDED BY THE SCHOOL OF COMPUTiNG, INFORMATiCS, AND DECiSiON SYSTEMS ENGiNEERiNG January 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021
Awarded 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 for excellent research progress and strong academic work by the “School of Computing, Informatics, and
Decision Systems Engineering”.

Best Video Award Humanoids
AWARDED BY THE IEEE‑RAS INTERNATiONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMANOiD ROBOTiCS November 2016

David Vogt, Simon Stepputtis, Richard Weinhold, Bernhard Jung, and Heni Ben Amor. “Learning human‑robot
interactions from human‑human demonstrations (with applications in Lego rocket assembly).” IEEE‑RAS
International Conference on Humanoid Robots (Humanoids). Pp. 142–143. 2016.
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